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DECLARATION OF SOPHIA BEKELE ESHETE 

I, Sophia Bekele Eshete, hereby declare as follows:  

1. I am the founder and executive director of DotConnectAfrica Trust (“DCA”) and I 

coordinated DCA’s application for the .Africa generic Top-level Domain (“gTLD”).  The matters 

referred to in this declaration are based upon my personal knowledge, and if called as a witness, I 

could and would testify competently thereto.   

2. I believe that DCA submitted a well-qualified and compelling application for 

.Africa, which was undermined at each stage of the application process by Defendant the Internet 

Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers’ (“ICANN”) through breaches of its Bylaws, 

Articles of Incorporation, and the New gTLD Guidebook due to its improper cooperation with the 

African Union Commission (“AUC”).  The AUC is the backer of the competing application for 

the .Africa gTLD submitted by UniForum S.A., now known as Intervenor ZA Central Registry 

(“ZACR”).  

3. DCA planned to execute its mission of providing a continental Internet domain 

name to provide access to internet services for the people of Africa by acting as the registry for the 

.Africa gTLD. 

4. DCA paid $185,000, the fee required to all applicants, to ICANN for processing of 

its application. 

5. DCA does not act as the registry for any other gTLDs and has not applied to act as 

the registry for any other gTLD. 

6. If .Africa is delegated to ZACR before this case is resolved, DCA’s mission will be 

seriously frustrated and funders will likely pull their support due to the uncertainty involved in the 

re-delegation process. 

7. If .Africa is delegated to ZACR before this case is resolved DCA will likely be 

forced to stop operating due to a lack of funding. 

8. The .Africa gTLD and the operating rights to the .Africa gTLD are unique assets. 

The .Africa gTLD is the regional identifier for the African continent, similar to the .LAT and .Asia 

domains.  It is a valuable attribute for entities, professionals, and corporations seeking a regional 
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online identity.  Only one entity can serve as the operator of .Africa and the rights to operate .Africa 

can only be delegated by ICANN.  Once the gTLD is awarded and the party controlling it begins 

selling or offering its use to users of the Internet including businesses, organizations, persons and 

governments, it would be difficult if not impossible to unwind that control and provide it to another 

party.    

9. Based on my understanding of ICANN’s rules and the requirements of a registry, 

if .Africa were re-delegated from ZACR to DCA, third party registrar contracts would have to be 

unwound.  Third parties with whom ZACR contracted to provide domain names under the .Africa 

gTLD would have to transition technically and contractually to DCA – a process that would be 

costly and burdensome for all such that re-delegation is simply not viable here.  Further, ZACR 

plans to charge more to registrars than DCA, which will create more complications in the re-

delegation process.  

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the Internet Corporation 

for Assigned Names and Numbers (“ICANN”) Internal Review Process (“IRP”) Final Declaration 

dated July 9, 2015.   

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy, as posted at 

https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/irp-procedure-declaration-14aug14-en.pdf, of the 

ICANN IRP Declaration on the IRP Procedure dated August 14, 2014.  

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy, as I obtained it from 

ICANN, of the ICANN Applicant Guidebook (the “Guidebook”) DCA referred to when preparing 

and filing its application for .Africa.  

13. ICANN required DCA to agree to the terms and conditions in the Guidebook upon 

submitting its application for the .Africa gTLD.  

14. ICANN did not afford DCA the opportunity to negotiate any terms in the 

Guidebook, including the covenant not to sue.   Nor did DCA contribute to any of the language of 

the terms in the Guidebook.  

15. In fact, Module 6 of the Guidebook states that the applicant must agree to the terms 

and conditions “without modification.”  










